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internship for which eligibility requires that the student receive credit should contact the
Career Development Office (CDO). The CDO has been authorized by the faculty to as-
sess internship options and, when warranted, approve internships to be notated as equiva-
lent to one-half-course credit by those colleges that award credit for such work, on the
student’s college academic record. The credit is not calculated into the student’s earned
units at Pomona College.

ACADEMIC STANDARDS

Academic Honesty
Pomona College is an academic community in which all members are expected to abide by
ethical standards, both in their conduct and in their exercise of responsibilities toward
other members of the community. The College expects students to understand and adhere
to basic standards of honesty and academic integrity. These standards include, but are not
limited to, the following: 

1. In projects and assignments prepared independently, students never represent the
ideas or the language of others as their own. 

2. Students do not destroy or alter either the work of other students or the
educational resources and materials of the College.

3. Students neither give nor receive assistance with examinations. 
4. Students do not represent work completed for one course as original work for an-

other or deliberately disregard course rules and regulations. 
5. In laboratory or research projects involving the collection of data, students accu-

rately report data observed and do not alter these data for any reason. 
If an instructor concludes that any of the above standards has been disregarded, it is his

or her responsibility to make the evidence available to the student and also to report the
incident to the Dean of Students. If it is the first reported instance of academic dishonesty
for that student, the instructor may handle the case, unless either the instructor or the stu-
dent requests that the matter be referred to the Academic Discipline Board. If the instruc-
tor handles the matter, any academic penalty may be assigned, including failure in the
course in which the transgression occurred. If the instructor believes that the infraction is
serious enough to warrant withdrawal or reduction in the level of College academic hon-
ors, the matter should be referred to the Academic Discipline Board, which can make a
recommendation on this issue. A student’s second offense, in whatever class it occurs, is
automatically referred to the Academic Discipline Board. Suspensions or withdrawals re-
quired by the Academic Discipline Board are posted to the student’s official academic record. 

Academic Procedures Committee
The Academic Procedures Committee is a standing committee of the faculty charged with
ruling on student petitions for exceptions to the academic rules and regulations of the fac-
ulty. It consists of three faculty members (one from each division of the College), the reg-
istrar, the dean of students and two students chosen by the Associated Students of Pomona
College. 

Petitions. Examples of the kinds of requests handled by the Academic Procedures
Committee include, but are not limited to, the following: course overloads; variances in
cross registration and general education requirements; exceptions to registration deadlines;
incomplete grades; changes to final exam times; second major declarations; exceptions to
residency requirements; and requests for enrollment beyond the eighth semester.

Dismissal from Courses. A student who proves unable or unwilling to carry a course
satisfactorily may be dropped from it by the Academic Procedures Committee upon the
recommendation of the instructor. 
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Academic Standards Committee
The Academic Standards Committee meets at regular intervals to review the academic
progress of students at Pomona. In order to continue in good academic standing and
make normal progress toward a degree, students must: a) achieve a C average in courses
taken under the auspices of Pomona College; b) maintain normal progress with an average
of four courses passed for each semester of enrollment; and c) make suitable progress to-
ward completion of all academic requirements, including completion of a major. 

Depending on the seriousness and the duration of the academic difficulty, the follow-
ing actions may be taken by the committee: 

1. Warning or probation 
2. Suspension 
3. Required withdrawal from the College 

Students placed on probation are required to meet the terms of a specific contract for
future performance, which is typically completion of four courses with an overall grade
point average of 7.0 or above. When a student is suspended, a notation is made of this fact
on the official transcript; the notation is removed at the end of the suspension period.
When a student is required to withdraw, a permanent notation is made on the official tran-
script, unless the student is subsequently readmitted by the Academic Standards Committee.

Class Attendance
Students are expected to maintain regular attendance in their classes. While there is no
general College requirement, each instructor has the right to establish specific regulations
regarding attendance as is best suited for the course. If a student fails to attend the first
two meetings of a course, and the absences were not approved in advance by the instruc-
tor, the instructor may drop the student from the class. However, students will not auto-
matically be dropped from a course they do not attend.

Completion of Work
To be counted as work completed in the course, all papers, reports, computer programs or
projects, drawings and other assigned exercises must be turned in to the instructor by the
course’s regularly scheduled final exam time each semester, unless an earlier date has been
specified by the instructor. 

Duplication of Coursework
Student work that receives credit in one course may not receive credit in another course. If
learning in another course would benefit substantially by focusing on the same material or
techniques, then the student may receive credit in each course only if his/her work
demonstrates the qualities (by additional length, depth, complexity, originality, analysis,
etc.) of two pieces of work. 

Quality of Work
Students are required to earn and maintain at least a C average. 

The College may require the withdrawal of a student at any time if the quality and
amount of work seem to warrant such action. A decision in every such case is reached by
the Academic Standards Committee. A liaison between the committee and the student is
provided by the dean and associate deans of students. Decisions of the Academic Standards
Committee are final.

Low -Grade Notices
Instructors may issue low-grade notices for students doing unsatisfactory work in a course.
Low-grade notices are advisory to the student and are distributed to the student’s advisor
and to the dean and associate deans of students.    
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Academic Distinctions

Pomona College Scholars
Each semester, the distinction of Pomona College Scholar is awarded to the top quarter of
students in each class as determined by semester grade point average, who in the past se-
mester: 1) completed at least three graded courses or equivalent; 2) have no incomplete (I)
grades; and 3) received no NC grade in a course that is normally included in grade-point
average calculation.

Phi Beta Kappa
The Pomona College Chapter of Phi Beta Kappa, established in 1914, is the Gamma of
California. Seniors and juniors “who are of good moral character, and who are distin-
guished for breadth of culture and excellence of scholarship” may be elected to member-
ship in the Phi Beta Kappa Society.

Sigma Xi
The Claremont Colleges Chapter of Sigma Xi elects juniors and seniors to associate mem-
bership on the basis of outstanding aptitude in science as demonstrated by participation in
research.

Graduation Honors
The graduation honors cum laude, magna cum laude and summa cum laude are awarded
to the top 25 percent of the spring semester graduates. Students who completed their re-
quirements in the summer or fall of the year prior to their commencement year are
awarded honors based on the grade point average cut-offs corresponding to the calendar
year of the semester they completed. 

Awards and Prizes
A number of endowed awards and prizes are given each year for general accomplishments
and for proficiency in specific fields of study. A list of these awards is available on the
Pomona College Website at http://www.pomona.edu/administration/academic-dean.




