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DEGREE REQUIREMENTS

Pomona College awards the Bachelor of Arts degree to students who complete the follow-
ing requirements.

1. General Education Requirements

—The Ciritical Inquiry seminar for first-year students (ID 1), taken in the first se-
mester (Not required of transfer students.)

—The Breadth of Study Requirements
—The Foreign Language Requirement
—The Physical Education Requirement

2. Credit Requirements
Thirty-two courses are required to graduate, 30 of which must be completed
with post-college-matriculation coursework, and 16 of which must be completed
at Pomona College (or through one of its programs), in a minimum of four se-
mesters, with the final semester in residence at Pomona College.

3. Grade Point Average Requirement
A minimum overall grade point average of 6.00 (C) or above must be main-
tained.

4. Major Requirements
Students must complete a major, including any required senior exercises. Stu-
dents may petition to complete a second major. Unless otherwise noted, all
courses taken to satisty major requirements must be completed with a letter
grade.

1. General Education Requirements
The Ciritical Inquiry Seminar for First-Year Students

First-year students are required to take the Critical Inquiry seminar (ID 1) in the first se-
mester. Twenty-eight or more sections are offered by permanent faculty from throughout
the College. Each section has a unique—and usually interdisciplinary—topic. The goal of
the Critical Inquiry seminar is to prepare first-year students to participate fully and success-
fully in the intellectual community that is Pomona College. To this end, students learn in
ID1 to engage the work and ideas of others; to articulate nuanced, reflective positions of
their own; and to present their ideas in a sustained, persuasive manner. During the summer
before their first semester at the College, all entering first-year students are provided a de-
scription of seminar offerings and are asked to submit their ranked preferences. A list of
the Fall 2009 seminars is provided in the Critical Inquiry section among the departmental
listings of this catalog; Fall 2010 Critical Inquiry courses will be available in May 2010.

Breadth of Study Requirements

The Breadth of Study Requirements provide a window into the vast extent and variety of
our accumulated experience and knowledge in the liberal arts. Students are required to
complete a minimum of one course in each of the following five areas, choosing any course
offered in the disciplines listed, unless specifically exempted.

Students must complete Breadth of Study Requirements with courses taken at The
Claremont Colleges. Breadth of Study credit is not awarded for Study Abroad or other ex-
ternal program coursework. No two Breadth Areas can be fulfilled with courses from the
same discipline; ultimately five unique disciplines must be represented from the courses
taken. Senior exercises, independent studies and lower-division foreign language courses
do not satisfy any area requirement. Partial-credit courses are ineligible, except for Area 1
as noted below and in the relevant department chapters.



Students admitted as transfer students are awarded Breadth of Study credit for work
completed outside The Claremont Colleges prior to matriculation, but once students ma-
triculate Breadth of Study requirements can only be fulfilled by courses taken in residence
at The Claremont Colleges. Students are encouraged to fulfill all the Breadth of Study Re-
quirements within the first two years.

Area 1: Creative Expression
Art and Art History
Classics
Dance
Literatures (see below)
Media Studies (courses beginning MS)
Music
Theatre

Includes English, Chinese, French, German, Japanese, Russian, Spanish and classi-
cal literarures, including literature in transintion. Foreign language and literature
courses offered at less than an advanced level do not satisfy an avea requirement.

Avren 1 can be fulfilled by combinations of cumulative and half-conrses in music,
theatre and dance as noted in the department chapters.

Area 2: Social Institutions and Human Behavior
Anthropology
Economics (except ECON 57)
Environmental Analysis (courses beginning EA)
International Relations (courses beginning IR)
Linguistics and Cognitive Science
Philosophy, Politics and Economics (courses beginning PPE)
Politics (except POLI 90)
Psychology (except PSYC 158)
Public Policy Analysis (courses beginning PPA)
Science, Technology and Society (courses beginning STS)
Sociology (except SOC 104)

Mathematical veasoning courses offeved in the disciplines above satisfy Avea 5 rather
than Aren 2 (ECON 57, PSYC 158, POLI 90, SOC 104).

Area 3: History, Values, Ethics and Cultural Studies
Africana Studies (courses beginning AFRI)
American Studies (courses beginning AMST)

Asian Studies (courses beginning ASIA)

Asian American Studies (courses beginning ASAM)
Chicano/a Studies (courses beginning CHST)

History

Latin American Studies (courses beginning LAST)
Philosophy (except PHIL 60)

Religious Studies

Gender & Women’s Studies (courses beginning GWS or GES)
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Area 4: Physical and Biological Sciences
Astronomy
Biology
Chemistry
Geology
Molecular Biology
Neuroscience
Physics
Area 5: Mathematical Reasoning
Mathematics (except pre-calculus, e.g. PZ/SC MATH 20)
Computer Science
Formal Logic (PHIL 60)
Statistics (includes statistics courses offered by any department)

The Foreign Language Requirement

The requirement for foreign language is satisfied in one of the following six ways.

1) by passing the third semester or higher of a foreign language or literature
course at Pomona College (or an approved equivalent course at another eli-
gible institution)

2) by earning a score of 4 or 5 on an Advanced Placement examination in a for-
eign language

3) by earning a score of 6 or 7 on a Higher Level International Baccalaureate
(IB) foreign language exam

4) by earning a score of 650 or higher on the College Board SAT-II Subject test
in a foreign language (Listening Tests are not eligible)

5) an O-level (or G-CSE) grade of at least B in another language

6) by Academic Procedures Committee approval of a foreign school diploma ver-
ifying a non-English language as the principle language of instruction,
through the eighth grade, or equivalent

The College makes some provision for students who can speak and are literate in a lan-
guage that is not offered by the colleges, and for which none of the means listed above is
relevant or possible. Such students may arrange for a special examination to test for inter-
mediate college-level proficiency in the language. Such arrangements must be made with
the approval of one of the chairs of Pomona’s three language departments. In many cases,
the language may be outside the expertise of the department chair who is asked to approve
the arrangement; the chair’s role is to approve both the examiner and the examination that
the student engages for the purpose.

The Physical Education Requirement

Students are expected to pass one physical education activity course during their first year
at the College from the offerings at Pomona College or through the joint Physical Educa-
tion Program of Claremont McKenna College. Participation on an intercollegiate athletic
team is counted as participation in a physical education activity course. In keeping with the
high value the College places on health and wellness, students are encouraged to enroll in
physical activities throughout their four years. Students may apply up to eight physical ac-
tivity and /or other cumulative courses totaling no more than two courses total from all
cumulative courses taken to the 32 courses required for graduation.
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2. Credit Requirements

Students must complete the equivalent of at least 32 courses to graduate. A minimum of
30 credits must be earned following admission and matriculation as a regular student at a
regionally accredited college or university, subject to the following regulations:

a) The Residency Requirement. At least 16 credits must be earned, and at least four
semesters spent in residence, at Pomona College or through a Pomona-approved
external study program. The final semester of the senior year must be taken in
residence on the Pomona campus. Courses taken at any of The Claremont Col-
leges apply to the residency requirement, subject to advisor approval.

b) Transfer Credit Limitations. A maximum of 16 courses will be awarded for eligible
and approved college work completed outside The Claremont Colleges, inclusive
of advanced-standing credits that may have been awarded.

¢) Cumulative Credit limitation. A maximum of eight cumulative courses (the equiva-
lent of two courses) will count toward graduation.

3. Grade Point Average Requirement
In order to graduate, a student must attain an overall Pomona College grade point average
of at least 6.00 (C). All courses taken at any of The Claremont Colleges are included in the
grade point average, as are courses taken in Pomona College Study Abroad Programs, the
Domestic Exchange Programs and the CMC Washington Internship Program.

4. Major Requirements

Students should consider their choice of major during the first year and must declare the
major by the registration period in the spring of the sophomore year. Because some majors
require as many as 16 courses, students should become familiar with the requirements of
the majors that interest them, so that they can take prerequisite or other core courses be-
fore the junior year.

In the junior and senior years, all students must undertake a major program of study
leading to a senior-year thesis, paper, project, comprehensive examination or equivalent re-
quired exercise.

Some departments have unique rules as to whether, or to what extent, courses taken
away from Pomona (via cross-enrollment within The Claremont Colleges or via external
studies) may contribute to major requirements, as well as restrictions on such matters as
taking courses on a Pass/No Credit basis (which is generally not permitted) or the mini-
mum grade necessary for a course to satisfy a major requirement. Students are directed to
the department and program sections of this catalog for more information about specific
major requirements.
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Special Majors

When possible, students are expected to accomplish their academic goals by completing an
existing major and,/or minor, along with their electives, since much of academic life at
Pomona—such as lectures, social gatherings, prizes—is organized around existing majors.
However, the College provides a process for students to propose a unique course of major
study that is not formally offered among its 45 approved majors. To be successful, a pro-
posed special major curriculum must possess the qualities of depth, breadth and coherence
that characterize existing majors in established disciplines and there must be sufficient fac-
ulty expertise and general curricular support to sustain the program of study.

Students wishing to complete a special major must ask three permanent faculty mem-
bers of The Claremont Colleges (at least two must be from Pomona College) with signifi-
cant expertise in the area of the proposed special major to be members of a special major
committee. One of the Pomona members must agree to act as chair of the committee. The
committee then develops the rationale and structure for the proposal during meetings
scheduled by the student with all three members of the committee. The special major ap-
plication form lists a number of specific criteria to be considered.

When the student’s committee has settled on a curriculum, the chair schedules a
meeting with the Curriculum Committee to discuss the proposal. The discussion will con-
cern feasibility, cohesion, suitability for an undergraduate liberal arts college; options avail-
able for a comparable course of study within existing majors and minors; and faculty
expertise and availability.

If the Curriculum Committee believes the proposal is viable and appropriate, the stu-
dent and special major committee members finalize the proposed curriculum, often with
revisions requested by the Curriculum Committee. The fully detailed application must be
submitted to the Curriculum Committee no later than March 1 of the student’s sopho-
more year, unless the student plans to study abroad in the first semester of the junior year,
in which case the proposal should be submitted by November 1 of the sophomore year.

A special major curriculum in Middle Eastern Studies has been pre-approved by the
Curriculum Committee. Interested students should contact Professor Zayn Kassam or
Oona Eisenstadt of the Religious Studies Department.
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Senior Exercise

Each student’s major will culminate in a senior exercise designed to deepen understanding
and integrate the content and method of his or her field of study. Although the exercise
will differ from field to field, each requires the student to demonstrate mastery of the
methodology, principles and practices of the chosen field. Descriptions of senior exercises
for the College’s majors are available in departmental offices. In some cases, portions of
the senior exercise are not given course credit but nevertheless must be enrolled in for
transcript notation.

The following regulations apply to students who have completed the final semester at
the College but have not completed the senior exercise.

1. Seniors who fail to complete a senior exercise course numbered 190-199 (Seminar,
190; Thesis, 191; Project, 192; Comprehensive Exam, 193; Activity, 195; Read-
ing and Research, 198 /199) in their final semester receive F or NC in the
course.

2. In any semester within the following two years, a student may re-enroll for that ex-
ercise for a nominal fee.

3. After two years, the student will be considered withdrawn from the College and
may re-enroll for the senior exercise only with the approval of the student’s major
department and the Academic Procedures Committee. In this case, the type of
senior exercise required is of the department’s choosing and might not be of the
sort failed earlier.

Double Majors

Students may complete two majors as part of their undergraduate studies at Pomona Col-
lege, subject to the approval of both majors’ department chairs and the Academic Proce-
dures Committee. Students pursuing two majors are required to complete all the
requirements of each major, including the senior exercises. Some departments may require
students to complete additional courses or may otherwise restrict options for a double
major when requirements for the two majors overlap.

Minors

The College offers the option of an academic minor. Students may complete one or two
minors, in addition to the major. If a double major is pursued, only one minor may be
completed. A student may not minor in a department that constitutes a significant compo-
nent of his or her major. Minors are offered in:

Africana Studies Computer Science Media Studies

Anthropology Dance Music

Art Economics Philosophy

Art History English Physics

Asian Studies Environmental Analysis Politics

Asian American Studies French Psychology

Astronomy Gender & Women’s Religious Studies

Biology Studies Russian

Chemistry Geology Science, Technology and

Chicano/a-Latino/a German Studies Society
Studies History Sociology

Chinese Japanese Spanish

Classics Linguistics Theatre

Cognitive Science Mathematics





